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› Policy & LawInsurance company Allianz tries reverse domain name hijacking a domain name
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Andrew Allemann 3 Comments March 9, 2018
World Intellectual Property Organization panelists have harsh words for insurance giant.

Insurance giant Allianz has been found guilty of reverse domain name hijacking in its attempt to get the domain name AGCS.com.

The company formed a business called Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty in 2006 and, at some point, started referring to this group at AGCS. It subsequently used agcs.allianz.com for the business and registered myagcs.com in 2013.

The domain owner acquired the domain name in 2010 due to its value as a four letter domain.

The panel determined that Allianz’s evidence did not show any use of the acronym prior to 2017. Apparently, much of its evidence supported how Allianz (not AGCS) is a well-known brand.

In finding RDNH, the majority of the panel wrote:

…Complainant made numerous allegations concerning its rights in AGCS, and how well-known AGCS has become as referring to Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty SE, that Complainant completely failed to support with any evidence…

…Complainant made no attempt to prove any rights in AGCS prior to May 2010 and only provided evidence of its use of AGCS in late 2017

…Simply put, the facts in this proceeding demonstrate that Complainant clearly ought to have known it could not succeed under any fair interpretation of the facts reasonably available prior to the filing of the Complaint and that basing its Complaint on the barest of allegations without any supporting evidence – such as claiming bad faith registration of the disputed domain name by Respondent with no proof of Complainant’s rights in the AGCS mark prior to May 2010 (and only showing use of AGCS by Complainant seven years after Respondent registered the disputed domain name) – was doomed to fail…
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About Andrew Allemann
Andrew Allemann has been registering domains for over 25 years and publishing Domain Name Wire since 2005. He has been quoted about his expertise in domain names by The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, and NPR. Connect with Andrew: LinkedIn - Twitter/X - Facebook
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@domains says			


			March 9, 2018 at 2:34 pm
		

		
			
			A RDNH finding needs to come with a  penalty of $5,000 to $10,000 paid to the domain owner by the complainant.
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Wendall says			


			March 9, 2018 at 3:02 pm
		

		
			
			Yessirr! $10k would be best. Even that will only offer a bare breakeven. 

Also, panelist to be libel for malpractice decisions such as ADO.com.  

Finally, adverse possession needs to be recognized. No claims after 7 years of open and notorious registration.
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Logan says			


			March 12, 2018 at 9:30 am
		

		
			
			Agreed
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